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Arcatz. & Mad River Centenial Special at Blue Lake 
headed by A&MR #12, 2-6-6-2T, as photographed by 
Charles Givens. 
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EXCURSIONS 
AUGUST 1 The Joint Railfan 
Picnic to Big Tree 
State Park near Felton using 
the Suntan to Santa Cruz and 
a special up the hill. This 
trip is jointly sponsored by 
the Nor-Cal, Railway & Loco, 
Cal-Nevada and Central Coast 
Tables will be available for 


icnic lunches, Fare about 
Setes 
AUGUST 29 "Day with W.P.94" 


to San Jose and 
Carbona via Western Pacific 
Sponsorea by Nor-Cal it wiil 
be the first steam operation 
on WP in 1954, This is the 
photographers' special. The 
fare $6.00. Write: Al Thoman 
502 Dale View, Belmont, Cal. 


"A Da 
woods’ 
end California 


SEPT. 19 in the Red- 
via N.W.P. 


Western to 


Grove. Flat cars on the CW 
and a fast ride on the NWP 
Fare about $12.50. Sponsor: 


Pacific Coast Chapter, R&LHS 
J. E. Turner, 1739 Berkeley 
Way, Berkeley, California, 

‘ 


"A Feather River 
Express" 
and Feather River Railway to 
Feather Falls. A Saturday 


OCTOBER 10 


trip returning late Saturday 


night. Ride behind a shay 
on this unusual short line, 
Sponsored by Pacific Coast 


Chapter, R&LHS and Cal-Nevada 


Fare about $8.00. Write to 
Arthur Lloyd, 3533 Pasadena 
Drive, San Mateo, California 
UCTOBER 24 "SN Holiday” via 
Moraga Canyon to 


Pittsburg. Somethins: unusual 
this 
one---don't miss it. Sponsor 


has been cooked-up for 


Nor-Cal, 


via WP 





NEWS NOTES 

The TRONA RAILROAD has re. 
ceived its Baldwin-Lima-Han- 
ilton 1600hp road switcher 
#52 and delivered its last 
steam eingine, 2701, 2-8-2, 
to National Metals Company 
for scrapping. 


SANTA MARIA VALLEY steam 
locomotive #1000, 2-8-2, was 
delivered to Travel Town, Los 
Angeles, on May 10th, 

NORTHWESTERN PACIFIC has a 
steam engine in service for 
a few days in April when 182 
4-6-0, replaced diesel 1903 
in the Tiburon yard. The 
bell from 184 which went in- 
to the Eel River has been set 
up in the Eureka yard as a 
monument to the crew which 
was killed in the accident, 

CAMINO, PLACERVILLE & LAKE 
TAHOE track relocation in 
Placerville due to free-way 
construction went into ser- 
vice May 26th replacing the 
_ Washington Steect trest- 

Co 


RAILROADING ON S.F. BAY 


The SACRAMENTO NORTHERN's 
car ferry "Ramon" has _ been 
sold for scrap and it will 
not be replaced if ICC o.k, 
can be secured for abandon- 
ment of the service. 

. SOUTHERN PACIFIC'ts ferry 
Berkeley" hit a pier at 
the Ferry Building and the 
Richmond-San Rafael auto- 
ferry "Sierra Nevada" had 
to be rented again, It is 

rumored that the ex-KEY 
RUUTE "San Leandro" may be 
acquired from the Army, 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC NOTES 

S.P. 3930 was delivered to 
Purdy Bros for scrap May 25; 
it was the last of the con- 
ventional 2-6-6-2's, 
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COMMUTERS WILL GET 

0 DOUBLEDECKERS 
' Before too long some vf our San 
Francisco Peninsula passengers will 
be commuting on the double, and 
loving it. SP has placed orders for 
10 of the latest type doubledecker 
passenger cars. 

They're part of a long-range pro- 
pram of Peninsula equipment im- 
provement which SP is carrying 
out in spite of the 
fact that our out- 
of-pocket losses in 
this service are 
over a million 
bucksa year. These 
commute cars will cost us a pretty 
penny, somewhere under $175,000 
apiece. Pullman-Standard is build- 
ing them, and we hope to get de- 
livery in about a year. 

The new cars will be something 
like that doubledeck coach we bor- 
rowed from CB&Q for exhibition at 
our 3rd St. Station and trial runs 
last January. At that time we in- 
vited everyone to tell us what they 
thought of it, with no punches 
pulled, on questionnaire cards, and 
they did. After which we tallied all 
their comments and incorporated as 
many of their pet ideas as possible 
into our new designs. 





Some of these features which 
were added to the CB&Q model 
are: more space on the lower deck 
for coats, hats & parcels, toilet fa- 
cilities, ice cold drinking water, im- 
proved foam rubber seats, tinted 
windows, sound deadening, self 
contained air conditioning and 
7one heating & cooling equipment, 
and the latest type of smooth riding 
trucks with disc brakes. One intrig- 
uing suggestion we had to leave out, 
regretfully: foam rubber ceilings for 
tall guys. 


To maneuver these improve- 
ments into the new doubledeckers 
we had to reduce seating capacity 
to 145 persons, but that’s still a lot 
more than the 96 seats in the larg- 
est Commute cars now in service. 
Top deck will have single seats, 
lower deck doubles (essential for 
floating bridge games) . 

Oh yes, we plan to assign diesels 
to pull the new cars and possibly 
some other trains in this service. 











PSSSS...SST! 


Don't look now, but SP is get- 
ting a dome car. Over in our 
Sacramento shops they're put- 
ting the finishing 
touches on what 
we think is the 
best bubble top 
yet. 

We've been 
biding our time, 
observing the ex- 
perience of other railroads’ ex- 
periments with these super-ob- 
servation cars, and we haven't 
been entirely satisfiec with any 
previous models. 

We finally came up with an 
entirely new idea in dome cars 
which everyone who has seen the 
plans says is “tops”. So, in order 
to get the car built as fast as pos- 
sible (and to give our Sacramen- 
to shops as much work as pos- 
sible) we went right ahead our- 
selves and will have the car com- 
pleted in record-breaking time 
. . . probably the last of July. 
To build the experimental mod- 
el, we used a San Joaquin Day- 
light parlor observation car as a 
base. 

After we've tried the new car 
on for size and watched it for 
bugs we hope to get more of the 
same. 

Next month, after SP has 
given the news to the public, 
we'll give you the full story, with 
pictures of the Dome. We can 
tell you this much right now... . 
it’s a honey! 








EXTRA FARE CUT ON 
CITY OF SF JUNE 20 
Effective June 20, extra fares on 
the through San Francisco-Chicago 
trip on our streamlined City of SF 
were trimmed from $15 to $7.50 
first class, from $5 to $3.50 coach. 
When our connecting partners 
on the Overland Route, UP and 
C&NW, announced they would 
eliminate their extra fare entirely 
on Train 101-102, SP decided to 
keep a special service charge on our 
end of the run. Consequently we 
set a charge of $7.50 and $3.50, this 
to apply only between San Fran- 
cisco and Ogden, with proportion- 
ately smaller charges between in- 
termediate points. This is the same 
extra fare as that on our Golden 
State. Santa Fe’s all-Pullman Super 
Chief extra fare is also $7.50. 
Before we made our decision we 
thought long and hard, and con- 
sulted with many of our regular 
City of SF passengers, 
SWIFTER ARGONAUT. As of June 20 
our Argonaut, Train 6, hits it up 1 
hour and 15 minutes faster between 
El Paso and New Orleans. On the new 
schedule it leaves El Paso 8:05 PM, 
same as before, but arrives 5:45 AM 
instead of 7 AM. However Pullman 
passengers may sleep in, since the 
sleepers will be parked until 7 AM. 
Chair: car passengers will fall out on 
arrival. 


Train 4, the Acadian, also takes a 
1% hour tuck in its Houston-New 
Orleans run. Effective June 20, it leaves 
10 PM instead of 8 PM, arrives 7:15 
AM instead of 6:45 AM. 


§.P.to Abandon Shops, 
Roundhouse in Sparks 





RENO (Nev.), June 9.—Plans 
of the Southern Pacific Com- 
i ah 


Corbett told perturbed busi- 





pany to abandon its r 

and shops in the nearby rail cen- 
ter of Sparks—long rumored 
and often denied —have been 
confirmed. 

J. W. Corbett, vice president 
in charge of operations, told an 
audience of western Nevada 
business men here that. the once 
great shop facilities in Sparks 
will be of no further use to the 
Southern Pacific after it has 
completed its changeover pro- 
gram from steam locomotives 
to diesels. 

DUE IN 1957. 

Corbett said the railroads 
dieselization program is sched- 
uled to be completed in 1957 but 
that it was possible the change- 
over would extend into 1958. 

Beyond those dates, Corbett 
said “we can’t see any railroad 
use for the facilities in Sparks, 
but it might make a wonderful 
industrial site.” 


that layoffs since the 
first of this year in the Sparks 
yards, which have seen 150 men 
dropped from the working 
force, are “unfortunate for the 
individual and the community.” 
TERMINAL TO STAY. 

He added, however, that 
“Sparks is very fortunate in 
that it will always be—at least 
for the foreseeable future—a 
terminal for train and engine 
crews.” 

SKI TRAINS OUT. 

They were told by R. M. Gil- 
more, assistant S. P. vice pres- 
ident in charge of passenger 
traffic, that the railroad would 
do everything possible to run 
special trains into Reno for 
conventions but that thumbs 
would be turned down on ski 
trains and special excursions. 
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TOP - Arcata & Mad River Centenial Special at the 
A&MR Shop and engine house at Korbel - Charles Givens 


BOTTOM - Arcata & Mad River Centenial Special out in 
woods headed by Northern Redwood Lumber #5 as photo- 
graphed from the Highway Overpass by Charles Givens. 
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Spangler's Column: 


By RAY SPANGLER, Publisher Redwood City Tribune 


Of the many, many verbal and 
written reports of the Arcata & 
Mad River Centennial we have 
heard and seen, none seem to 
cover the event as well as the fol- 
lowing series of three columns by 
Ray Spangler, publisher of the 
Redwood City Tribune. They ap- 
peared consecutively on the edi- 


torial page in the Tribune on June 
2, June 3 and June 4, and are re- 
printed here in their entirety. 
Those that participated in the 
Centennial will say “amen” to 
these columns; to those who 
missed it, all we can say is, “You 
should have been there.”—Editor. 


Railfans Have Rugged Trip Into Back Woods 


June 2, 1954 

Before you cuss out the rolling 
stock on the SP’s Peninsula com- 
mute run, think kindly of those 
passenger cars. For all you know 
the car you ride in may have been 
to Korbel, and it may hold the 
railway speed record from Eu- 
reka to San Rafael. 

Commute coaches were the 
longest cars the SP could send on 


‘the Arcata & Mad River Centen- 


nial trip over the Memorial Day 
week end. Even they were too 
long for the logging railroad into 
the mountains beyond Korbel. 

My Ever Loving Wife and I, 
together with 336 other people 
known as Railfans, rode the com- 
mute coaches from San Rafael to 
Korbel and back. Three days of 
railroading, most of it in com- 
mute cars, sort of endears the old 
things to us. 

a * 7” = 

They brought us into close 
proximity for the first time with 
the Railfan. What manner of 
man is he? 

He is all kinds of people. Our 
train load was as varied a lot as 


you'll find. There were enthus- 
iasts like Judge Francis Guido of 
San Mateo, who belongs to a 
dozen rail fan clubs and is an 
officer in most. He publishes the 
Western Railroader and passes it 
out on the excursion trains, wear- 
ing an old straw conductor’s cap 
that he rescued from a Market 
Street Railway carbarn in San 
Francisco. Others like George 
Mather of San Jose and John 
Riggs of Los Angeles wear rail- 
road jackets decorated with color- 
ful patches representing most of 
the railroads in the country. 
* * a = 
Most of the kids and some of 
the adults wear engineer’s hats. 
Some of the people wear jeans, 
other wear business clothes. Any- 
thing goes. 
* o . o 
It was a well-behaved, family 
party. Very little drinking, no 
rowdyism. 
- + a a 
The trip was organized by the 
Central Coast Railway Club of 
San Jose. the club’s first big ven- 
ture. It started out with a guar- 





antee of 175 with a baggage car, 
lunch car, observation car, and 
as many coaches as needed. The 
ticket sales were stopped at 338. 
By that time the SP had added 
two diners; Jack Gibson of the 
rail fan club rushed to Eureka to 
make arrangements for more res- 
ervations and to convince the 
Northern Redwood Lumber Com- 
pany that it should spend up- 
ward of $5000 to prepare for the 
invaders. 
es a * o 

The railfans came from New 
Mexico, Arizona, Oregon and 
most parts of California. There 
were 110 from San Diego to Santa 
Barbara, 67 of them on the Star- 
light. We picked up another 300 
in Eureka, Arcata, Blue Lake 





and Korbel. There were 632 box 
lunches served in the woods 
May 30. 

* * tos ” 

Railfan interest may come from 
a railroad career, from working 
with model railroads, or an in- 
terest in photography and history. 
A combination of the latter two 
makes a rabid fan. On this ex- 
cursion you could find all kinds 
of camera equipment, from box 
cameras to the most expensive 
movie makers. 

Under the guidances of Gibson 
and Tom Norman, SP’s rail fan 
specialist, the whole thing came 
off without a hitch. The great 
crowd of more than 600 went up 
the mountain and back again by 
rail without a single accident. 


600 Railfans Take Unusual Centennial Trip 


June 3, 1954 

Our first railfan excursion 
(May 29-30-31) took us from San 
Rafael to Eureka over the North- 
western Pacific—a wholly owned 
subsidiary of the Southern Pa- 
cific. 

The rail fan loves steam en- 
gines, but NWP is completely 
dieselized. It was a GM road 
switcher that pulled the 13-car 
train out of San Rafael at 9 a.m. 
Saturday on its leisurely north- 
ward trip. 

The only passenger service on 
this line is the Cannon Ball Spec- 
ial, which runs at night. It is 
really a fast overnight freight 
service with passenger cars at- 
tached. The NWP has asked to 
abandon this passenger service 
but will probably be denied. 
There is no daylight passenger 
schedule available, and much of 
this country, especially that north 
of Willits, is far from any high- 
way. 


Along the Scotia Bluffs lies the 
remains of the NWP’s last-pur- 
chased steam engine. It was pull- 
ing a work train to clear a slide 
from the bluffs in January, 1953, 
when another slide tossed it into 
the river and killed its crew. The 


engine’s bell stands on a little | 


monument at the Eureka station. 
os * * * 

On Sunday the two diners and 
the observation car were left be- 
hind and the train of Peninsula 
commute coaches pulled into Ar- 
cata, to be welcomed by the high 
school band, the mayor and other 
dignitaries. We were 338 out of 
San Rafael. We picked up an- 
other 300 local rail fans along 
the way. 

* * - ” 

We were celebrating the first 
100 years of operation of the Ar- 
cata & Mad River Rail Road, 
better known as the Annie & 
Mary. Since 1931 it has had no 
passenger service, and to that 
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time only narrow gauge cars. 
That is important because these 
commute cars of ours, which we 
look upon as so commonplace, 
were the biggest pieces of rail 
equipment ever seen north of the 
interchange point, Korblex. 
oe ~ + . 


At that point three diminuative 
logging flat cars, with improvised 
seats; and a brilliant little orange 
colored caboose were attached. 

* * © 7 

The Annie and Mary’s largest 
steam locomotive, No. 12 (a 
2-6-6-2T built in 1929 by Baldwin) 
puffed us slowly over the Mad 
River Bridge (through which a 
passenger train fell in 1896) to 
Blue Lake. The volunteer firemen 
had repainted the old depot, pull- 
ed up the weeds, and had resur- 
rected the old depot sign, long 
since pulled down. There were 
more ceremonies at Korbel. 

It was there that a Shay engine 
(No. 5, built in 1924 by Lima, and 
which had seen service for Mt. 
and the 
Yosemite Sugar Pine Co.) took 
over. The coaches were left be- 
hind and the 600 of us boarded 
‘the little flat cars. 

A Shay is a geared engine with 
vertical cylinders on one side of 
the boiler. There are six pairs of 
wheels under the engine and its 
tender—all drivers. The Shay 
can do about 10 miles an hour, 
but it can go almost straight up. 

* = o oe 


It took us through the Northern 





Redwood Lumber Company prop- 
erty where no passenger train 
had ever run before. The Shay’s 
exhaust whipped tree branches 
above the right of way as its 
short-coupled cars screeched 
around turns sharp enough to be 
almost square. 
e * wo o 


Half way up to Camp 9, the 
end of the line, the lumber com- 
pany had spotted camp cars on 
a siding. There they fed the 
crowd with an excellent box 
luncheon (fried chicken, potato 
salad, bread, butter, cake, orange, 
coffee). The improvised rest 
rooms were labelled “Andy” and 
“Mary.” 

a o oe o 

Near Camp 9 the Shay made a 
run around, pushing the train 
the rest of the way up after me- 
ticulously switching the caboose 
to the opposite end of the train. 


« * s “ 


The ride back to Eureka was 
uneventful, except we realized as 
we saw the local populace lining 
the right of way that never before 
had such a sight been seen in the 
north woods—old No. 12 pulling 
nine Southern Pacific commute 
coaches and a baggage car, seven 
lumber company flat cars, two 
woods cars (little box cars with 
windows) and the colorful ca- 
boose, a train loaded with more 
than 600 people, most of them 
taking pictures at every oppor- 
tunity. 


Record Speed Trip From Eureka Runs Into Snags 


June 4, 1954 
The Arcata & Mad River Cen- 
tennial excursion train left Eu- 
reka at 8 a.m. Monday scheduled 
to run the 267.1 miles to San 


Rafael in 10 hours. This was the 
fastest schedule the Northwest- 
ern Pacific had ever attempted. 
The line wasn’t trying for speed 
just for a record. There were 67 


passengers aboard who had to 
make connections with the Star- 
light in San Francisco by bus 
over holiday-laden highways. 

Two diesel engines pulled the 
eight Peninsula commute cars, 
two diners, all day lunch, baggage 
and observation car. While the 
trip north to Eureka had been a 
leisurely picture-stop affair, the 
southbound trip was strictly busi- 
ness. It was NWP’s first effort at 
a Daylight type run. 

The engineer didn’t spare the 
horsepower. 
* - = * 

NWP is a busy freight line. It 
accepts 8000 cars yearly from 
the Arcata & Mad River line 
alone. It’s a money maker, but 
its revenue does not come from 
passengers and the roadbed is 
rugged and safe, but not smooth. 
And those commute cars can 

really bounce around. 
~ 7. ~ s 

The race against time called 
for our arrival at Willits, 134.6 
miles south, at 1:52 p.m. We were 
a minute ahead of time, but we 
lost it and a little more re-icing 
and watering the diners. 

= » * ~ 

Over the grade and down into 
Redwood Valley and Ukiah we 
were right on the button, arriving 
at 3:06. 

Then, when the railfan club 
people and the trainmen as well 
thought the record was within 
their grasp, there came a setback. 

* 7 * * 

Coming into Healdsburg we 
met a northbound freight two 
cars too long for the siding. We 
were shunted on the siding, slow- 
ed to a walk and the freight made 
off as fast as it could to get out 
of the way. In all it cost us eight 
minutes. 

We were six minutes late at 
Healdsburg. The two diesels 


roared to the task. We had made 
up one minute at Santa Rosa. We 
were only three minutes late at 
Petaluma. Shortly after we had 
passed Hamilton Field we were 
four miles out of the San Rafael 
depot and it was 10 minutes be- 
fore our 6 p.m. arrival time. Then 
disappointment. 
oe a ca 

For no apparent reason the 
train hit a red block signal. We 
had it made until then. The 
brakeman had to walk three sig- 
nal blocks ahead of the creeping 
train before the clear signal 
came. That train wasn’t supposed 
to, but it had hit 60 miles per 
hour at some stretches of the 
road. If that red signal was an 
error, someone may lose his job. 
As it was, the 67 Starlight pass- 
engers made their connection 
with 13 minutes to spare. 

* * = * 

We finally arrived at 6:15—still 
a record train run from Eureka 
to San Rafael, but not the 10- 
hour record which seems destined 
to defy efforts of man and ma- 
chine at least until another rail- 
fan excursion. 

That a diesel should pull a 
railfan train is witness to the 
fact that steam is nearly gone as 
a source of power on railroads. 
The Peninsula commute run is 
one of the last major strongholds 
of steam, and even here diesels 
will be added to handle some of 
the lighter mid-day runs. Steam 
is still the best answer for the 
peak load of commute trains with 
closely timed stops. Diesels can- 
not match steam for this type 
of duty. 

Even the logging railroad which 
gave the railfans on this excur- 
sion such a thrill with No. 12 
and the Shay, had two little 
diesel speedsters in the engine 
house. 





Arcata & Mad River Centennial 
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BOVVOM - Arcata & Mad River Centenial Special out on 
the line at one of the photo stops neaded by NRL #5. 
Photograph by R. W. Holmes, 
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‘ 
Hail to 
the 





Chief!" 


—from Western Pacific 





The Santa Fe’s new “San Francisco Chief” is 
another good reason fo travel by train! 





We like optimists better than pessimists. We prefer 
these who look chead to those who Jook backwards. 
And we particularly admire our associates in the 
railroad business who vigorously and skillfully fight 
competition from other forms of transportation by 
constantly improving their passenger and freight 
service. That's why we have always had a high regard 
for the forward-looking Santa Fe and why all of 
us at Western Pacific offer our best wishes for the 
success of the new “SAN FRANCISCO CHIEF.” 





Any improvement in train equip any schedule 
change that’s to the advantage of the traveling public, 
ony odditionol service that otfrocts more visitors to 
the Bay Area, anything, in fact, thot makes train trovel 


more popular with more people, inevitably benefits 
oll railroads. 

“We have good reason to believe the “SAN FRAN- 
CISCO CHIEF” will be @ popular train, portiqularly 
since it has a “Big Dome” Lounge Car. As the rail- 
road that pioneered transc tal Vista-Dome 
travel with our “CALIFORNIA ZEPHYR,” we know that 
the addition of this new dimension fo traim travel 
was the greatest thing that’s happened to railroad 
passenger service in years. 





The next time you make o trip, take the train... 
toke one of the modern, streamlined “nome troins” tho! 
link the San Francisco-Oakland area with the rest of 
the country. There cre no finer trains in the world! 


WESTERN PACIFIC 
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estbound 


Western Pacific. —To accommo- 
late new traffic from a Ford automo- 
bile assembly plant now under con- 
struction at Milpitas, Cal., the "s 
San Jose line (between Niles and San 
jose, 23 miles) is being almost com- 
pletely rebuilt. Between Niles June- 
tion and a new $1.2-million yard at 
Milpitas, embankment is being wi 

and main track reballasted. New 112-Ib 
nil is replacing 75-lb rail over the 
entire line. Centralized ic con’ 

vill bring all signals and switches 
except in the yard) under control of 
the dispatcher at Sacramento. A direct 
tlephone line connecting the WP’s 
San Francisco switchboard with the 
new yard has been installed. Communi- 
cations and CTC systems will cost 


The Northern Pacifie has pur- 








| 





hased five four-unit 7,000-hp road 
reight locomotives from the Electro- 
Motive Division of General Motors 
orporation at a cost of about $3.5 
on. Delivery is scheduled for 
‘ptember and October, The new units 
replace 6,000-hp units now as- 
“aed to mountain service west of 
ngston, Mont... whih will be reas- 
“wed to main-line freight service 


The Western Railroader 


LIKE other “name” trains in the Santa Fe’s West Coast fleet, the “San 
neisco Chief” operates via the southern main line through Amarillo, Tex. 


ighlights of the New “Chief's” Schedule... 


Eastbound 


e 
00 p.m Leave Chicago Arrive 12:20 p.m. * Comp.) 
1:50 p.m: ° Kansas City Leave 4:10 a.m. e 
9:50 a.m. bad Amarillo 5:55 p.m. 2 ponte | chair 
7:05 p.m * Winslow bal 6:50 a.m. e 
6:45 am, ed Bakersfield * 5:30 p.m. e 
e 
$45 am bed Fresno ” 3:30 p.m. ie 
0:55 a.m, 7 Stockton ad 1:25 p.m. 
. e 
1:10 p.m. % Oakland > 11:25 a.m. Comp., 2 Dbr.) 
1:30 p.m. Arrive San Francisco = 11:00 a.m. 


GN Taking a Critical Look 
At Its Electrification 


An extensive study of electrified 
train operation is being undertaken by 
the Great Northern. 

The railroad operates 74 miles of 
line by electric power between Wenat- 
chee, Wash.. and Skykomish, includ- 
ing the Cascade tunnel. Diesel-electric 
power is used both east and west of 
this electrified zone. 

The GN indicates that the study will 
“seek answers to questions revolving 
about all-electric versus diesel-electric 
operation use in the territory, with 
empha:is on relative costs.” Several 
possibilities are offered for study. One 
is to eliminate the electrified zone en- 
tirely and operate diesel power all 
the way through; another is to reduce 
the electrified segment to the actual 
length of the Cascade tunnel (7.79 
miles); and a third is to extend the 
electrification westward to Gold Bar, 
23 miles, Everett, 52 miles, or Seattle, 
84 miles distant. 

The study is expected to take about 
a year. In it, engineers of the railway 
will work with those of outside firms. 





And a typical consist (westbound) ... 


Storage mail car—Kansas City to Oakland 
Baggage, mail & express car—Chicago to Oakland 
Sleeping car—Chicago to Phoenix (10 Rmt., 3 Dbr., 2 


Lunch-counter diner dormitory car—Chicago to Oakland 


ears (3)—Chicago to Oakland (48 


Reclining chair car—Houston to Oakland 
Diner—Chicago to Oakland 
Full-length dome-lounge car—Chicago to Oakland 


Sleeping cars (2)—Chicago to Oakland (2 Dr., 4 
Comp., 4 Dbr., and 24 Duplex Rmt.) 


Sleeping car—New Orleans to Oakland (8 Sect., 2 


@ Sleeping car—Kansas City to Oakland (10 Rmt., 6 Dbr.) 


Pacific Fruit Express will build 
200 more 70-ton: mechanical refrigera- 
tor cars for frozen food service. Each 
car will have two independent com- 
pressor-evaporator refrigeration  sys- 


“tems powered by a single diesel-elec- 


tric power plant located in a compart- 
ment at one end of the car. Chilled 
air will be forced through ducts 
throughout the ceiling and inside walls 
and returned through ducts under the 
floor—enveloping, but not touching the 
lading. Defrosting by electric heaters 
will be automatic every seven days. 
Work on the cars will begin about 
September 1, with deliveries scheduled 
to run about two cars a day until 
completion in the spring of 1955. 


Southern Pacific.—Approximately 
$500,000 will be spent to construct 13 
new tracks, aggregating about nine 
miles of additional trackage, in the 
Alfalfa unit of El Paso, Tex., yard. 
A wye connection with the line to 
Tucumcari, N.M., also will be built. 
Construction of the new yard trackage 
will be undertaken jointly by the SP’s 
Pacific lines and the Texas & New 
Orleans. 


@ Page Eleven 





Committees come and commit- 
tees go, but not all do effective 
work, Last week the city’s new 
Parking and 
Transit Advis- 
ory Council 
served notice it 
doesn’t intend 
to be a do 
nothing group. 

In its first 
meeting the council, composed of 
volunteers from the ranks of 
businessmen, heard its chair- 
man, Philip Landis, declare mass 
transit, not parking, is the city’s 
major problem. 

In two weeks, he said, he will 
have a program for improving 
transportation in San Francisco, 
to speed the flow of business to 
the downtown area. If approval 
is given this plan, swift action 
to implement it will follow. 

Discussions at the meeting in- 
dicated that San Francisco may 
be due for pedestrian under- 
passes at certain Market-st in- 
tersections, get express transpor- 
tation service soon, and clear its 
downtown streets of parking to 
speed traffia flow. All this is 
subject to the determination and 
vigor with which the council 
acts. 





Fotward 
San 
Francisco 











One-Man Streetcars 

The commission approved a re- 
quest for $625 to reactivate 
treadles on 25 of Municipal Rail- 
way’s 40 streamlined streetcars, 
necessary before the cars can be 
converted to one-man operation 
as authorized by the voters last 
week. 


Subway 
The supervisors turned down 
a request for $45,000 to consoli- 
date studies of various subway 
plans submitted in the past. 
Enough has been spent on sub- 
way studies already, they held. 


Key Syste. 
The Bay Area Coun: he 
Berkeley Planning Co sion 


it is strongly opposed tv «ny 
cut in Key System’s bridge 
train service. Such cuts, said the 
Council, would eventually lead 
to abandonment of rail service 
On the span and removal of 
rails. 


. . 
L. A. Monorail Hit 
LOS ANGELES, June 16.— 
Stanley M. Lanham, vice presi- 
dent of Los Angeles Transit 
Lines, yesterday asked county 
spervisors to end study of a 46- 
mile San Fernando ‘to - Long 
Beach monorail “as impractical.” 
Lanham indicated he spoke 
for Metropolitan Coach Lines 
and LATL. 


The Western Railroader 


Mass Transit Report 


Election news overshadowed 
all else in the Bay Area last 
week, and in San Francisco the 


fesults posed 

the question, 

what next for 

the cable 

cars? ) 

By a 10,000 
ON  ———e——e—EeEeEE 
ers approved Proposition E, the 
measure that will consolidate 
certain cable car lines, elimi- 
nate forever the famed Hyde-st 
grip and leave the California-st 
line with a Van Ness-av termi- 
nus. 

Undecided now is whether the 
Citizens Committee to Save the 
Cable Cars, which campaigned 
vigorously against Proposition 
E. will continue its effort to get 
a- Navember vote on restoring 
the cable service to its conditién 
of the first of the year. 

Mrs. Hans Klussmann, head 
of the committee, had some 
doubts about how aware many 
San Franciscans were of what 
they were voting on. Proposition 
E had been boosted by a vigor- 
ous campaign to show that it 
would ‘‘save the cables” rather 
than curtail them as it actually 


will. 
Cables 

The fight to restore San Fran- 
cisco’s cable car system to its 
original status is not dead. Last 
week attorney Morris Lowenthal 
announced formation of “The 
Cable Car. Vigilantes” to sup- 
port Mrs. Hans Klussmann’s 
Citizens Commitee to Save the 
Cable Cars. His group is calling 
on San Franciscans to help fi- 
nance the fight te place on the 
November ballot an initiative 
measure to restore the cables to 
their Jan. 1 status. 

Voters this month okayed a 
proposition te curtail and consoli- 
date cable car lines. Lowenthal’s 
announcement indicated he felt 
the vote was based on misinfor- 
mation; that city officials have 
presented a false picture of the 
cable car situation; that 
fight is fundamentally one for 
honest and good government. 


WP Family Plan 


Beginning today, the Family 
Plan rates schedule applies to 
the Western Pacific streamliner 
California Zephyr. 

Under the plan, a father is the 
only member of a family paying 
full fare for a trip on the 
Zephyr if he starts his journey 
on a Monday, Tuesday or 
Wednesday. Mother and children 
from 12 to 22 years of age ride 
on half-fare tickets. Between 
five and 12, children ride for a 
quarter fare and under five 
they need no ticket. 








Great Northern.—A_ $675,000 pro. 

gram of modernization at Hillyard 
(Spokane), Wash., shops will begin 
shortly, to provide the road with its 
largest and most complete diesel repair 
and overhaul facilities west of Havre, 
Mont. The work will include: conver. 
sion of a portion of the present ma- 
chine shop for diesel servicing and re. 
pair; extension of the present craneway 
in the machine shop; installation of a 
drop table; installation of an overhead 
monorail between the converted portion 
of the machine shop and the present 
storehouse; construction of a new fore- 
man’s office; construction of a diesel 
wash rack and necessary facilities; 
installation of new fueling and sanding 
facilities; and rearrangement of track- 
age. 
The work will ‘be undertaken partly 
by company forces and partly by Phil 
McInnis and Henry George & Sons, 
who are participating on a joint con- 
tract. The shops will be devoted pri- 
marily to maintaining freight units and 
will be equipped to make engine and 
generator changes and heavy body re- 
pairs. All remaining steam power on 
the GN is confined to lines east of 
Havre. 

It is contemplated that a portion of 
the present roundhouse will be razed 
and the remaining part converted for 
repair of work equipment. The present 
shop where this is carried on is ex- 
pected to be converted for industrial 
use and the employees transferred to 
Hillyard. 


Great Northern, — Fixed facility 
improvements authorized by the | 
for 1954 include expansion of freight 
train radio communications between 
Havre, Mont., and Seattle ($200,000) ; 
a new steam power plant for the St. 
Cloud, Minn., car shops ($300,000) ; 
and a powerhouse and machine shop 
at Somers, Mont. ($100,000). 


McCloud River.—The ICC has au- 
thorized this road to construct a 22 
mile line between Burney, Cal., and 
Ditch Creek. Division 4’s report also 
authorizes the road to acquire (from 
the McCloud River Lumber Company) 
and operate a 10-mile line between 
Ditch Creek and Pondosa. (Railway 
Age, March 15, page 71.) Still pend- 
ing before the commission is the road’s 
application for authority to issue $1, 
500.000 of promissory notes in connec: 
tion with financing the new construc- 
tion. 


The Union Pacifie has ordered 
four 1.750-hp general-purpose diesel 
units from the Electro-Motive Division 
of General Motors Corporation at an 
estimated cost of $700,000. All units 
will be leased to the Camas Prairie, 
operated jointly by the UP and the 
Northern Pacific. One unit has been 
delivered and the other three ar 
scheduled for delivery in mid-June. 


Northern Pacifie.—This road has 
applied to the ICC for authority to con- 
struct 5 miles of line and 4,400 feet 
of spur track in the area between 
Wheeler, Wash.. and Moses Lake. Con- 
struction would he financed from 
treasury funds. 
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